CLARKSON UNIVERSITY
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences
PHIL 370: ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS

M-W: 9:30-10:45, SC 303
Instructor:  Dr. Bill Vitek         



Office: Snell 271



Office Phone: 268-4424




E-mail: Vitek@clarkson.edu

Office Hours: MW: 11:00-12:00, 1:00-2:00; T: 9:30-12:30
 


COURSE DESCRIPTION
Aldo Leopold, author of A Sand County Almanac, reminds us in a striking and often-quoted passage that Odysseus, on his return to Ithaca, hanged twelve slave girls for disloyalty.  Odysseus’s action, and its apparent acceptance by his Greek audience, is traced to the belief that slaves, though human, were property and could be treated without concern for their status as moral beings.  Slaves remained outside the moral circle and, therefore, no justification or argument was necessary for how they were treated.  Despite the advances we have seen in expanding the moral circle to include all human beings, Leopold claims that we continue to view the natural world largely in terms of property.  Until we expand our moral consideration to include the natural world we will continue to do with it as we please.  

     This course takes Leopold's remarks as a starting point.  The first and most fundamental step toward addressing our current environmental situation is to see the natural world in moral terms, and to translate this awareness into action in our personal and professional lives.  This ethical realignment is the first step in changing our conceptions of, and attitudes toward, the environment.        

     The course will survey a number of important ethical approaches to the natural world, from animal rights and deep ecology, to eco-feminism, and the land ethic.  We will also consider explanations for how humans, particularly modern/industrial humans—and their impacts on the natural environment—came to be this way.  We will also discuss and debate emerging solutions in the environmental sustainability movement. 
Course Objectives:

· To highlight some of the ethical issues that arise in the relationships between humans and non-humans.
· To demonstrate the complexities of moral issues.
· To provide students with a historical understanding of environmental policies and issues.
Course Outcomes:

By the end of the course students should be able to:

· Articulate their own moral principles in relationship to the natural world

· Understand the modern/Western history of human-nature interactions

· Think reasonably and thoughtfully about complex moral issues

· Make professional presentations on ethical and philosophical material

TEXTS:  

1) State of the World 2008: Toward a Sustainable Global Economy (SOTW)
2) Environmental Ethics: An Anthology by Andrew Light (Editor), Holmes Rolston (Editor) (EE)
3) Blessed Unrest: How the Largest Movement in the World Came into Being and Why No One Saw It Coming, by Paul Hawken (Hawken)
REQUIREMENTS:  Presentation/Discussion Leader (30%); three 3-4 page response papers (45%), Final 7-8 page paper (25%)

TENTATIVE SYLLABUS:

Aug 
25 M 
Introductions 





27 W 
EE: Leopold (38) and Sylvan (47)
Sept
01 M
EE: Singer (55) and Regan (65) (Teams Three and Four)

03 W
SOTW, Chapter 2 : A New Bottom Line for Progress (Team One)

08 M  
EE: Taylor (74) and Rolston (143) (Teams Seven and Eight)
10 W 
SOTW, Chapter 3: Rethinking Production (Team Two)
 

15 M
EE: Fox (252) and Naess (262) (Teams Nine and Ten)
17 W 
SOTW, Chapter 4: The Challenge of Sustainable Lifestyles
(Team Three)

22 M  
EE: Minteer and Manning (319) (Teams Five and Six)
24 W 
SOTW, Chapter 5: Meat and Seafood: The Global Diet’s Most Costly Ingredients 

(Team Four)
Oct
01 W
Open
06 M 
EE: Scherer (334) (Teams One and Two)
08 W
SOTW, Chapter 6: Building a Low-Carbon Economy (Team Five)


13 M 
EE: Cobb (359) (Teams Nine and Ten)
15 W 
SOTW, Chapter 8: Water in a Sustainable Economy (Team Six)
20 M 
EE : Elliot (381) and Katz (390) (Teams Three and Four)
22 W 
SOTW, Chapter 9 : Banking on Biodiversity (Team Seven)
27 M 
 EE: Rolston (451) (Teams Five and Six)
29 W 
SOTW, Chapter 10: The Parallel Economy of the Commons (Team Eight)
Nov
03 M 
EE: Attfield (463) and Nickel and Viola (472) (Teams One and Two)
05 W 
SOTW, Chapter 11: Engaging Communities for a Sustainable World (Team Nine)
10 M 
EE: Barry (487) (Teams Seven and Eight)
12 W 
SOTW, Chapter 12: Mobilizing Human Energy (Team Ten)
17 M 
Hawken, pp. 1-85
19 W
Hawken, pp. 87-138
24 M: Film
Dec
01 M: Hawken, pp. 139-190

03 W
Open
Due Dates:
Response Paper #1: Due no later than Monday, October 6th 
Response Paper #2: Due no later than Monday, November 3rd 
Response Paper #3: Due no later than Friday, November 21st 
Final Paper Due: Wednesday, December 8th 
REQUIREMENTS AND COURSE POLICIES

Please read this document carefully.  Failure to read this document does not constitute a valid excuse for missed deadlines or misunderstandings about course requirements.  If you have any questions or concerns about the syllabus, please do not hesitate to contact me at vitek@clarkson.edu.

GRADING:  The grading system is based on a 100 point scale.  At the end of the semester your individual grades are totaled, with points added for high quality journals and class participation, and points subtracted for unexcused absences.  The grading is as follows:  A: 93-100; B+: 88‑92; B: 81‑87; C+: 76‑80; C: 70‑75; D+: 66‑69: D: 61‑65; F: 60 and below.  
ATTENDANCE POLICY:  Attendance is expected and required.  Two unexcused absences are permitted.  Thereafter each unexcused absence counts for one point off of your final grade.  Excused absences must be properly documented.  Absences are likewise awarded for unacceptable classroom behavior, including sleeping, inappropriate talking, doing other work, and general lack of preparation.

COMMUNICATIONS:   I will use your Clarkson e-mail addresses to send you information and updates about the course.  If you do not monitor your Clarkson e-mail account, you will miss these.  I will also post course documents and announcements on Blackboard.
PARTICIPATION: Participation is encouraged and expected. Strong and consistent class participation will result in extra points added to your final grade.  Students who do not participate will not be penalized.  

IN-CLASS PRESENTATIONS (30%): Students will be placed into teams of three or four, and each team will be responsible for one formal in-class presentation (20%) on one of the chapters from our State of the World text, and two debates/presentations from our other readings (5% each).  The formal presentation should include a Power Point presentation with additional/outside sources, and it should be lively, informative, and professional.  (More information on these presentations can be found below.)  In each of the informal debates/presentations, teams may take opposing sides on a particular reading assignment or lead discussions of separate assignments.

READER RESPONSE ESSAYS (45%): Students are required to write three 3-4 page typed, double spaced reader response essays. These essays should be divided equally between a summary of the reading material and your own views.  Grammar and spelling will be taken into account.  Each paper is worth fifteen points. 

FINAL REFLECTION PAPER (25%): A final 6-7 page paper is due at the end of the semester that summarizes your reflections and insights regarding the course material.  You are encouraged to focus your paper around a central theme or concept.  Your paper should contain substantial references to course material.
Late papers are not accepted.  This course will use turnitin.com, a plagiarism prevention system, for all of your papers and journals.  (Visit http://www.turnitin.com/static/training.html#quickstarts  and click on the quick start button for students).  If you have not already done so in another class, you will need to register on turnitin.com.  Once you have done that you can register for the course.  The class name is Environmental Ethics. The ID is 2331528, and the password is PHIL370 (no spaces).  You will be required to submit all of your papers to this website, and I will read and grade them on-line.  
MISCONDUCT:  Cheating and/or plagiarizing of any kind will lead to immediate dismissal from class, failure in the course, and an appearance before Clarkson's Academic Integrity Board.  Three words about plagiarism: DON’T DO IT!  Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s work as your own.  It can range from copying another essay word-for-word, to paraphrasing an article from Cliff or Monarch notes, to “reading my roommate’s paper to get some ideas” and then repeating them in your written assignments.  I do not expect you to have thoughts no one else has had ­ if nothing else you will be drawing on class discussion.  I do expect you to give credit when you build on the ideas of others.  When in doubt, credit your source or inspiration.  If I am in doubt about whether your work is your own, I will take it to the Academic Integrity Committee.  (See Clarkson’s Regulations for a description of this Committee.)  CASES OF PLAGIARISM WILL BE SEVERELY PUNISHED.
CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE: `Etiquette' is an old-fashioned word that means proper or expected behavior.  I will do my best to 1) come to class well prepared and enthusiastic about the material; 2) start and end class on time; 3) present the material clearly; 4) engage in fair and open discussion; and 5) treat students like adults.  I have similar expectations of you to: 1) do the reading; 2) come to class awake, on-time, and prepared; 3) be ready to learn and participate in discussions; and 4) listen and respect the views of others.  In addition, with the exception of a loss of heat or medical reasons, my classroom is a no-hat zone.  I assume that all of us will have the occasional bad hair day, but it is also my expectation that the good days will greatly outweigh the bad days.  Absences will be awarded to students who consistently violate the no-hat rule.

IN-CLASS PRESENTATION GUIDELINES:  Students—working in teams of three or four will be responsible for giving one formal presentation on a chapter from State of the World (SOTW).  I expect the formal presentations to be professional, with each member of the team contributing equally.  While the overall team will be graded for each presentation, I will award individual grades when individual performances are either far above or below expectations.  You are encouraged in these presentations to take the role of teachers.  That is, your presentation should cover the highlights or central points of the SOTW chapter (not every detail).  Your presentation should likewise engage your audience with questions and discussions that bring out the reading’s central points.  Outside sources should provide background or additional information not provided in the text.  Your primary goal is to give your audience an enthusiastic and clear presentation of the material you are presenting.  How you do this is up to you (over the years student teams have been very creative in their presentations).

 I will evaluate these presentations using the 100-point scale/criteria below. 

Presentation Quality (40 points):  I expect a well-organized, energetic presentation.  Eye contact with your audience is a must.  Proper dress is encouraged as well. We’ve all sat through tiresome, slow, and painful presentations.  Don’t make your presentation one of these!  You are welcome to use overheads or Power Point presentations (or other audio/visual equipment), but this is not required.  You may also get the class involved, or break us into small groups, etc.  

Textual Accuracy (20 points): It is expected that you will present the material clearly, concisely, and accurately.  At least one member of the team should be able to provide a short and concise overview of the material being presented.  It is important in short presentations to cover the central material and not every detail.  

Outside Information (10 points): Students are required to provide some additional outside material to their presentations.  Most of this material can be found using Internet sources.  These sources must be available at my request.  The quality of the outside information, as well as its integration into the presentation, will be evaluated.

Time factor (10 points): You will have twenty minutes to make your presentation.  Presentations that are significantly shorter or longer will be penalized.

Question and Answer (20 points):  After the actual presentation of material, students are expected to answer questions and to lead the class in a discussion of the topic.

Expectations:  You are encouraged to spend some time on these presentations and to rehearse them beforehand.  It is not enough to simply assign sections of the material to each team-member and to meet for the first time in front of class.  Strong presentations are organized and integrated.  They grab and engage the audience.  They are informative and fun.  I have high expectations for these presentations, and will grade them accordingly.  Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns. 

TIPS FOR DEBATE TEAMS

Each team will likewise have to participate in two debates, each worth 5% of your final grade.  These debates do not have to use formal debating techniques. Each side will present its position from the day’s reading.  You may utilize additional material as well.  Formal presentations of your position are not required, but neither are they prohibited.  The goal is to persuade the audience of the correctness of your position.  You are encouraged to make these debates lively, informative and fun.
Paper Tips

I expect your papers to be well organized, with a thesis, good paragraph structure, citations, and to contain all of the other characteristics that go into a good analytical paper.

I grade your papers using two central criteria:  

1. How well do you summarize the position/points of view of the author(s) you are presenting?

2.  How well do you present and defend your own point of view?

The questions and categories below guide me in reading and grading your papers.

Does the introductory paragraph/section:

1) Interest the reader? 

2) Tell the reader what the paper is about, including the names of the authors to whom you will refer?
3) Clearly state your thesis/point of view? 

4) Have a strong thesis (one that is neither obvious nor trivial, but controversial—i.e., one could reasonably disagree with it—and reflects your own, original thinking, rather than simply restating the words of the author? 

Is there a general concluding paragraph/section? 

Is there one central idea per paragraph?

Are there spelling, punctuation, and/or grammatical errors? 

Are paragraphs too short (3 sentences) or too long (one page or more)?

Is there colloquial or inappropriate language?  (Don’t write papers like you speak to your friends.)

Are authors correctly referenced? (You may use endnotes, footnotes or parenthetical citations.)

Are there good transitions between sentences and paragraphs?

Are there awkward sentences/phrases?

Are there sentences that are unclear?

Is there good overall balance between textual analysis and personal opinion (about 50-50)?

Does the paper do what the author says it will do?

There are two ways to insure a better paper:

1) Read your paper aloud, slowly, as if you were giving a speech.

2) Have someone else read your paper.  Invite them to find errors and to give you honest advice.  

If you have any questions or concerns about the syllabus, please do not hesitate to contact me at vitek@clarkson.edu
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