CLARKSON UNIVERSITY

School of Arts and Sciences
PHIL 201: Western Philosophy in Historical Perspective


MW: 1:00–2:15 pm ERC 110
Instructor: Dr. Bill Vitek



Office:  Snell 271




Phone: 268-4424




E-mail: vitek@clarkson.edu



Office Hours: MW: 11-12





T: 10-12, 3-5


COURSE DESCRIPTION 

The study of the classic texts and authors of Western philosophy provides a very good glimpse of the history of Western thought, a history that has brought us modern science and technology, Christianity, the modern political state, and the Enlightenment.  An understanding of this history is important not only for its own sake, but for what it can teach us about ourselves and the society in which we live and work.  In important ways the history of Western philosophy serves as a mirror on our own personal philosophical quest to understand ourselves, each other, and the world around us.  And in order to understand our place in the contemporary world, we need to understand our—and its—origins.  Indeed, the success of democratic systems of government ultimately depends upon a well-educated citizenry, both in terms of self-knowledge and the knowledge of history.

This course examines representative authors from three periods of philosophical history: ancient, medieval and modern.  We will consider the writings of Socrates, Plato, Aristotle, Sextus Empiricus, Augustine, Anselm, Aquinas, Descartes, Hobbes, Locke, Hume, Nietzsche, and James.  We will read these authors both in their historical context and in terms of the relevance of their view to our lives today.

Course Objectives:

· To highlight some of the principles and concepts of the world’s major philosophical traditions.
· To demonstrate the complexities and richness of philosophical thinking.
· To provide students with a historical understanding of the world in which they live.
Course Outcomes:

By the end of the course students should be able to:

· Articulate their own philosophical principles.
· Understand the history of philosophical thought.
· Think and write reasonably and thoughtfully about complex philosophical issues.
Course Texts:
1) Since Socrates: A Concise Sourcebook of Classic Readings, Edited by Solomon and Martin (“S/M” in syllabus)
2) The Story of Philosophy, by Bryan Magee (“Magee” in syllabus)


REQUIREMENTS: Ten 2 page journals (30%); Two 3 page reader response papers (20%); Midterm Exam (25%), Final 5-6 page personal reflection paper OR Final Exam (25%).  
TENTATIVE SYLLABUS 
Jan 
12 M 
Introductions 



Mar    02 M S/M: Anselm and Aquinas, 244-261

14 W   Magee: 6-19




04 W Magee: 64-81
 

19 M 
S/M : Pre-Socratics, 18-26


09 M Midterm Exam 
21 W 
Magee: 20-39




11 W Magee: 84-99

26 M  
S/M: Socrates’ Euthyphro, 47-64    

23 M S/M: Hobbes, 262-281
28 W 
S/M: Socrates’ Apology, 29-46

25 W S/M: Descartes, 282-293
Feb 
02 M
S/M: Socrates’ Crito, 65-76


30 M S/M: Descartes, 293-309
04 W S/M: Plato’s Republic, 156-163  
Apr 
01 W Magee: 102-119

09 M  S/M: Aristotle (NE), 164-180


06 M S/M: Locke, 340-348
11 W S/M: Aristotle (NE), 195-206


8 W S/M: Hume, 375-6; 401-408








16 M S/M: Aristotle (M, P), 211-223 

13 M Magee: 122-129, 164-179
18 W Magee: 40-47; S/M: 224-231             

15 W S/M: Nietzsche, 566-580
 
23 M Magee: 50-61



20 M Magee: 186-91; S/M: James, 581-591
25 W S/M: Augustine, 232-243 


22 W Open
PHIL 201
REQUIREMENTS AND COURSE POLICIES

Please read this document carefully.  Failure to read this document does not constitute a valid excuse for missed deadlines or misunderstandings about course requirements.  

GRADING:  The grading system is based on a 100 point scale.  At the end of the semester your individual grades are totaled, with points added for high quality journals and class participation, and subtracted for unexcused absences.  The grading is as follows:  A: 94-100; B+: 88‑93; B: 81‑87; C+: 76‑80; C: 70‑75; D+: 66‑69: D: 61‑65; F: 60 and below.  
ATTENDANCE POLICY:  Attendance is expected and required.  Two unexcused absences are permitted.  Thereafter each unexcused absence counts for one point off of your final grade.  Excused absences must be properly documented.  Absences are likewise awarded for unacceptable classroom behavior, including sleeping, inappropriate talking, doing other work, general lack of preparation, and use of cell phones or texting in class.  

NOTE:  Use of cell phones or computers, unless discussed in advanced with me, is not permitted during class.  Both are distracting to the user, fellow students, and to the overall function and success of the class.    Neither is to be used, switched on or visible during class.  An absence will be awarded for each violation.
PARTICIPATION: Participation is expected and encouraged.  Students will be asked to regularly read textual passages aloud and to comment on them.  High quality participation will positively influence your final grade.  
COMMUNICATIONS: I will use your Clarkson e-mail addresses to send you information and updates about the course.  If you do not monitor your Clarkson e-mail account, you will miss these.  I will also post course documents and announcements on Blackboard.
JOURNAL (30%): Students will keep a journal that records their own ideas, opinions and musings of a philosophical sort, as well as analyzes readings from class or outside sources.  Journal entries may be in response to a discussion we have in class, or to the material we are reading; or it can be written in response to something that has happened to you outside of class and that is relevant to the course. I will provide weekly journal questions to help you get going. Individual entries should average between 600-800 words (approximately two double spaced pages, 12 point).  If you have any questions about a particular entry, come and see me before handing it in.  Students will have to hand in 10 entries over the course of the semester.  Journals can be handed in at any time, though no journals will be accepted after Sunday, April 12th, and no more than two journals per week can be handed in during any given week in the semester.  Each journal entry is worth a maximum of three points.  An additional three points of extra credit can be earned for high quality (“3+”) journals, but the extra credit points will not be awarded unless all ten journals are completed.  All journal entries must be submitted to turnitin.com (see below).

Extra Credit

1-4+’s= one extra point

5-8+’s= two extra points

9-10+’s= three extra points

MIDTERM EXAM (25%): 
A midterm exam consisting of short answer questions and short essays will be given on Monday, March 9th.
READER RESPONSE ESSAYS (20%): Students are required to write 2 three-four page typed, double spaced reader response essays, each worth 10% of your grade. These essays should be divided roughly equally between a summary of the reading material and your own views.  Grammar and spelling will be taken into account.  Due dates for the papers are: 

Monday, February 23rd and 

Wednesday, April 8th 
Late papers are not accepted.  This course will use turnitin.com, a plagiarism prevention system, for all of your papers and journals.  (Visit http://www.turnitin.com/static/training.html#quickstarts  and click on the quick start button for students).  If you have not already done so in another class, you will need to register on turnitin.com.  Once you have done that you can register for the course.  The class name is History of Western Philosophy. The ID is 2077369, and the enrollment password is PHIL201 (no spaces).  You will be required to submit all of your papers and journals to this website; I will read and grade them on-line.  
FINAL REFLECTION PAPER OR FINAL EXAM (25%): Students have an option of writing a final 5-6 page paper due at the end of the semester that summarizes your reflections and insights regarding the course material. The paper is centered on your answer to this question: What is the value of philosophy in the 21st century? The paper should contain substantial references to course material.  Alternatively students may elect to take a final exam consisting of short answers and essay questions.  The exam will not be cumulative but it will focus on a select list of philosophers covered throughout the semester.  This list will be provided to you in advance.  The paper is due Wednesday, April 29th.
MISCONDUCT:  Cheating and/or plagiarizing of any kind will lead to immediate dismissal from class, failure in the course, and an appearance before Clarkson's Academic Integrity Board.  Three words about plagiarism: DON’T DO IT!  Plagiarism is the representation of someone else’s work as your own.  It can range from copying another essay word-for-word, to paraphrasing an article from Cliff or Monarch notes, to “reading my roommate’s paper to get some ideas” and then repeating them in your written assignments.  I do not expect you to have thoughts no one else has had.  I do expect you to give credit when you build on the ideas of others.  When in doubt, credit your source or inspiration.  If I am in doubt about whether your work is your own, I will take it to the Academic Integrity Committee.  (See Clarkson’s Regulations for a description of this Committee.)   CASES OF PLAGIARISM WILL BE SEVERELY PUNISHED.
CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE: `Etiquette' is an old word that means “proper or expected behavior.”  I will do my best to 1) come to class well prepared and enthusiastic about the material; 2) to start and end class on time; 3) to present the material clearly; 4) to engage in fair and open discussion; and 5) to treat students like adults.  I have similar expectations of you to: 1) do the reading; 2) to come to class awake, on-time, and prepared; 3) to be ready to learn and participate in discussions; and 4) to listen and respect the views of others.  In addition, with the exception of a loss of heat or medical reasons, my classroom is a no-hat zone.  I assume that all of us will have the occasional bad hair day, but it is also my expectation that the good days will greatly outweigh the bad days.  Absences will be awarded to students who consistently violate the no-hat rule.

Paper Tips

I expect your papers to be well organized, with a thesis, good paragraph structure, citations, and to contain all of the other characteristics that go into a good analytical paper.

I grade your papers using two central criteria:  

1. How well do you summarize the position/points of view of the author(s) you are presenting?

2.  How well do you present and defend your own point of view?

The questions and categories below guide me in reading and grading your papers.

Does the introductory paragraph/section:

1) Interest the reader? 

2) Tell the reader what the paper is about, including the names of the authors to whom you will refer?

3) Clearly state your thesis/point of view? 

4) Have a strong thesis (one that is neither obvious nor trivial, but controversial—i.e., one could reasonably disagree with it—and reflects your own, original thinking, rather than simply restating the words of the author? 

Is there a general concluding paragraph/section? 

Is there one central idea per paragraph?

Are there spelling, punctuation, and/or grammatical errors? 

Are paragraphs too short (3 sentences) or too long (one page or more)?

Is there colloquial or inappropriate language?  (Don’t write papers like you speak to your friends.)

Are authors correctly referenced? (You may use endnotes, footnotes or parenthetical citations.)

Are there good transitions between sentences and paragraphs?

Are there awkward sentences/phrases?

Are there sentences that are unclear?

Is there good overall balance between textual analysis and personal opinion (about 50-50)?

Does the paper do what the author says it will do?

There are two ways to insure a better paper:

1) Read your paper aloud, slowly, as if you were giving a speech.

2) Have someone else read your paper.  Invite them to find errors and to give you honest advice.  

If you have any questions or concerns about the syllabus, please do not hesitate to contact me at vitek@clarkson.edu
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