UNION COLLEGE

Department of Philosophy

PH 274: ENVIRONMENTAL LITERATURE AND HISTORY

Thursdays: 1:45 – 5:00, HU 112  

 

Instructor:  Dr. Bill Vitek         



Office Hours: By appointment before or after class
 
 

Office: Humanities Lounge

E-mail: vitek@clarkson.edu
Phone: 315 268 4424 





COURSE DESCRIPTION
Most of us are familiar with Greenpeace and the Sierra Club, Earth Day and the EPA, the Endangered Species Act and Superfund.  Our homes have recycling bins and high efficiency light bulbs and showerheads.  And most of us have visited a national park or wilderness area.  The environment is part of our everyday lives and discourse. But it was not always so.  

American Environmentalism began in the middle of the nineteenth century with the recognition that we can irreparably harm our landscapes, and that we must therefore change our perceptions of—and actions toward—the natural world.  America has no shortage of authors and activists who are deeply aware of nature's inner workings, its sensitivity to drastic change, its importance to human life, and of the deep philosophical and spiritual links between human beings and the natural world.

This course will survey American environmentalism.  The subject matter of these texts includes sustainability, forestry, pesticides, philosophy, economics, biology, education, and environmental activism.  We will also engage this history by examining current trends and policies around the world.
The most obvious goal of this course is to make students aware of the history and key figures of the environmental movement.  But its central goal is to articulate and evaluate the central values and virtues present in these environmental texts, and to determine to what extent they should be part of our personal lives—and of our culture—as we make our way through the 21st century.

TEXTS
1) State of the World 2008
2) Plows, Plagues, and Petroleum, William Ruddiman 
3) American Environmentalism, Roderick Nash (editor)

4) Resilience Thinking, Walker, Salt and Reid

5) Blessed Unrest, Paul Hawken
REQUIREMENTS:  Presentation/discussion leader (25%); weekly quizzes (20%); three 900-1000 word response papers (30%); final 1800-2000 word paper (25%).
TENTATIVE SYLLABUS:

April 3rd:  
Forewords/Prefaces to each of our books
Hawken, Chapter One; Ruddiman, Part One 
Nash, pp. 1-8; SOTW, Chapter One
April 10th: 
Nash (Black Elk, Cronon, Thoreau, Marsh) 
Ruddiman, Part Two 
SOTW, Chapter Two
April 17th: 
Nash (Pinchot, McGee, Roosevelt, Muir) 
Ruddiman, Parts Three and Four 
SOTW, Chapter Three
April 24th: 
Nash (Lilienthal, Bennett, Marshall) 

Ruddiman, Part Five and Epilogue

SOTW, Chapter Four
May 1st: 
Nash (Leopold, Stegner) 

Walker, et. al., Chapters One and Two

SOTW, Chapter Five
May 8th: 
Nash (Carson, Ehrlich, Commoner) 

Walker, et. al., Chapters Three and Four

 SOTW Chapter Six
May 15th: 
Nash (Snyder, Harden) 

Walker, et. al., Chapters Five and Six

 SOTW, Chapter Eight 

May 22nd: 
Nash (Ehrlich, Berry) 

Hawken, pp. 9-68

SOTW Chapter Nine
May 29th:  
Nash (Abbey/Foreman, Sessions/Devall) 

Hawken, pp. 71-138

 SOTW Chapter Eleven 

June 5th: 
Nash (Wilson, Adams/Cahn) 

Hawken, pp. 139-190

SOTW Chapter Thirteen
Due Dates:

Response Paper #1: Due no later than April 24th
Response Paper #2: Due no later than May 8th 
Response Paper #3: Due no later than May 22nd 
One page prospectus of final paper: May 15th.

Final Paper Due: Wednesday, June 12th
REQUIREMENTS AND COURSE POLICIES
Please read this section of the syllabus carefully.  Failure to read it does not constitute a valid excuse for missed deadlines or misunderstandings about course requirements.  

GRADING:  The grading system is based on a 100-point scale.  At the end of the term your individual grades are totaled, with points subtracted for unexcused absences.  The grading is as follows:  A (94-100); A- (90-93); B+ (86-89); B (82-85): B- (79-81); C+ (75-78); C (71-74); C- (67-70); D (61-66); F (0-60).

ATTENDANCE POLICY:  Attendance is required.  One whole class or two half-class, unexcused absences are permitted.  Thereafter each half-class absence counts for one point off of your final grade.  Excused absences must be properly documented.  Absences are likewise recorded for unacceptable classroom behavior, including sleeping, inappropriate talking, doing other work, and general lack of preparedness.

PARTICIPATION:  Participation is encouraged and expected.  

RESPONSE PAPERS (30%):  Students will be required to write three 900-1000 word response papers on material from our texts.  You may highlight and respond to an essay or chapter.  The papers should be evenly divided between an overview of the material you are discussing and your personal views/reflections.  You are responsible for developing your own topics.
FINAL PAPER (25%): Each student will write a final 1800-2000 word page paper that incorporates substantially course materials, as well as personal experience, into a well-argued statement about her or his environmental attitudes and commitments. A one-page project prospectus is due on Thursday, May 12th.
Late papers are not accepted.  This course will use turnitin.com, a plagiarism prevention system, for all of your papers and journals.  (Visit http://www.turnitin.com/static/training.html#quickstarts  and click on the quick start button for students).  If you have not already done so in another class, you will need to register on turnitin.com.  Once you have done that you can register for the course.  The class name is PH 274. The ID is 2221619, and the password is EnvLit (case sensitive and no spaces).  You will be required to submit all of your papers to this website, and I will read and grade them on-line.  
IN-CLASS PRESENTATIONS (25%): Students will be placed into teams of three or four, and each team will be responsible for one formal in-class presentation (15%) on one of the chapters from our State of the World text, and two debates/presentations from our other readings (5% each).  The formal presentation should include a Power Point presentation with additional/outside sources, and it should be lively, informative, and professional.  (More information on these presentations can be found below.)  In each of the informal debates/presentations, teams may take opposing sides on a particular reading assignment or make lead discussions of separate assignments.
The Schedule is as follows:

Date
Formal Presentation (SOTW) 
 
Daily Reading Debates/Presentations
4/10

Team 1



Teams 9 (pro) and 8 (con)

4/17

Team 2



Teams 7 (pro) and 6 (con)

4/24

Team 3



Teams 5 (pro) and 4 (con)

5/1

Team 4



Teams 3 (pro) and 2 (con)


5/8

Team 5



Teams 1 (pro) and 9 (con)
5/15

Team 6



Team 8 (pro) and 7 (con)



5/22

Team 7



Teams 6 (pro) and 5 (con)

5/29

Team 8



Teams 4 (pro) and 3 (con)

6/5

Team 9 



Teams 2 (pro) and 1 (con)
QUIZZES (20%):  There will be weekly quizzes consisting of 8-10 questions about the week’s readings.  Each question is worth one point, and each quiz is worth eight points. The required number of points that you need to acquire during the term is sixty.  You will have plenty of opportunities to acquire the points (approximately 80 total points).    

MISCONDUCT:  Cheating and/or plagiarizing of any kind will lead to immediate dismissal from class, failure in the course, and my recommendation for academic suspension to Union’s Committee on Standing.

CLASSROOM ETIQUETTE: `Etiquette' is an old word that means proper or expected behavior.  I will do my best to 1) come to class well prepared and enthusiastic about the material; 2) to start and end class on time; 3) to present the material clearly; 4) to engage in fair and open discussion; and 5) to treat students like adults.  I have similar expectations of you to: 1) do the reading; 2) to come to class awake, on-time, and prepared; 3) to be ready to learn and participate in discussions; and 4) to listen to and respect the views of others.  In addition, with the exception of a loss of heat or medical reasons, my classroom is a no-hat zone.  I assume that all of us will have the occasional bad hair day, but it is also my expectation that the good days will greatly outweigh the bad days.  Absences are assigned to students who consistently violate the no-hat rule.

IN-CLASS PRESENTATION GUIDELINES

Overview:  Students—working in teams of three or four—will be responsible for giving an in-class presentation on one of the chapters from our State of the World text that will be worth 15% of your final grade. I expect these presentations to be professional, with each member of the team contributing equally.  While the overall team is graded for each presentation, I will award individual grades when individual performances are either far above or below expectations.  I will evaluate these presentations using the 100-point scale/criteria below. 

You are encouraged in these presentations to take the role of a teacher.  That is, your presentation should cover the highlights or central points of the reading (not every detail).  Your presentation should likewise engage your audience with questions and discussions that bring out the reading’s central points.  Your primary goal is to give the audience an enthusiastic and clear presentation of the material you are presenting.  How you do this is up to you.  Over the years student teams have been very creative in their presentations!
 I will evaluate these presentations using the 100-point scale/criteria below. 

Presentation Quality (40 points):  I expect a well-organized, energetic presentation.  Eye contact with your audience is a must.  Proper dress is encouraged as well. We’ve all sat through tiresome, slow, and painful presentations.  Do not make your presentation one of these!  You are welcome to use overheads or Power Point presentations (or other audio/visual equipment), but this is not required.  You may also get the class involved, or break us into small groups, etc.  

Textual Accuracy (20 points): It is expected that you will present the material clearly, concisely, and accurately.  At least one member of the team should be able to provide a short and concise overview of the material being presented.  It is important in short presentations to cover the central material, and not every detail.  

Outside Information (10 points): Students are required to provide some additional outside material to their presentations.  Most of this material can be found using Internet sources.  These sources must be available at my request.  The quality of the outside information, as well as its integration into the presentation, will be evaluated.

Time factor (10 points): You will have twenty minutes to make your presentation.  Presentations that are significantly shorter or longer will be penalized.

Question and Answer (20 points):  After the actual presentation of material, students are expected to answer questions and to lead the class in a discussion of the topic.

Expectations:  You are encouraged to spend some time on these presentations and to rehearse them beforehand.  It is not enough to simply assign sections of the material to each team-member, and to meet for the first time in front of class.  Strong presentations are organized and integrated.  They grab and engage the audience.  They are informative and fun.  I have high expectations for these presentations, and will grade them accordingly.  Please contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  

TIPS FOR DEBATE TEAMS

Each team will likewise have to participate in two debates, each worth 5% of your final grade.  These debates do not have to use formal debating techniques. Each side will present its position from the day’s reading.  You may utilize additional material as well.  Formal presentations of your position are not required, but neither are they prohibited.  The goal is to persuade the audience of the correctness of your position.  You are encouraged to make these debates lively, informative and fun.
Paper Tips

I expect your papers to be well organized, with a thesis, good paragraph structure, citations, and to contain all of the other characteristics that go into a good analytical paper.

I grade your papers using two central criteria:  

1. How well do you summarize the position/points of view of the author(s) you are presenting?

2.  How well do you present and defend your own point of view?

The questions and categories below guide me in reading and grading your papers.

Does the paper have a title that captures its essence?

Does the introductory paragraph/section:

1) Interest the reader? 

2) Tell the reader what the paper is about, including the names of the authors to whom you will refer?

Clearly state your thesis/point of view? 

Is there a general concluding paragraph/section? 

Is there one central idea per paragraph?

Are there spelling, punctuation, and/or grammatical errors? 

Are paragraphs too short (3 sentences) or too long (one page or more)?

Is there colloquial or inappropriate language?  (Don’t write papers like you speak to your friends.)

Are authors correctly referenced? (You may use endnotes, footnotes or parenthetical citations.)

Are there good transitions between sentences and paragraphs?

Are there awkward sentences/phrases?

Are there sentences that are unclear?

Is there good overall balance between textual analysis and personal opinion (about 50-50)?

Does the paper do what the author says it will do?

There are two ways to insure a better paper:

1) Read your paper aloud, slowly, as if you were giving a speech.

2) Have someone else read your paper.  Invite them to find errors and to give you honest advice.  

If you have any questions or concerns about the syllabus, please do not hesitate to contact me at vitek@clarkson.edu.
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