CLARKSON UNIVERSITY

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences
LP/EV 480: ENVIRONMENTAL PHILOSOPHY SEMINAR
T: 2:00-3:15

 

Instructor:  Dr. William Vitek         



Office: Snell 271

Office Hours: M-W: 11-1, T: 10-12 

 
 
E-mail: vitek@clarkson.edu

Phone: 268-4424 





SEMINAR DESCRIPTION
At its core, philosophy is the investigation of the most fundamental and challenging questions about the nature of world and all of its members, and particularly the human condition.  Environmental philosophy is the exploration of the proper or best relationship between human beings and the rest of the world’s inhabitants.  A relatively new specialty in the philosophical tradition, environmental philosophy has set itself the task of undoing a worldview that is considered the primary cause of our current global ecological and social ills, from deforestation and global warming, to resource wars and worldwide poverty and starvation.    
This seminar will examine a number of different philosophical approaches to the environment, and will offer both a critical assessment of our current Western philosophical assumptions about nature as a machine, sink, and supermarket; about other species as unintelligent, replaceable, and ours to own or do with as we please; and about humans as rational, knowing, superior, and in charge.  We will also examine alternative philosophical approaches that attempt to understand both nature and humans as interdependent, intelligent, and deserving of respect.  Our texts will offer the starting points for class discussions that challenge our perspectives; that require us to present our own positions and to defend them; and that will provide a framework in which to develop our own personal environmental philosophy.

The goals of the seminar are 1) an increased appreciation of environmental philosophy as a holistic approach to understanding and solving environmental challenges, and 2) the application of this approach to your own work as environmental professionals.

TEXTS

1) An Invitation to Environmental Philosophy, by Anthony Weston 
2) A Sand County Almanac, by Aldo Leopold
3) Listening to the Land: Conversations about Nature, Culture and Eros, by Derrick Jensen
4) The Comedy of Survival: Literary Ecology and a Play Ethic, by Joseph Meeker
5) The Practice of the Wild: Essays, by Gary Snyder
 REQUIREMENTS:    In-class presentations/participation (25%); four 3 page papers (40%); one10 page final paper (35%). 
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IMPORTANT DATES

Weston paper due: 
No later than Tuesday, February 14th
Meeker paper due: 
No later than Tuesday, March 7th
Snyder or Jensen paper due: 
No later than Tuesday, April 4th   
 Leopold paper due: 
No later than Tuesday,  May 4th 

Final Paper:
1 page prospectus due: Tuesday, March 21st 


Optional rough draft due: Thursday, April 20th


Final paper due: Thursday, May 4th 
REQUIREMENTS AND SEMINAR POLICIES

LP 480 is a capstone philosophy seminar designed for Environmental Science & Policy majors.  Attendance is expected, as is a high level of participation.  Students are required to make in-class presentations and to lead class discussions on the day’s readings four times during the semester.  They are likewise encouraged to incorporate other seminar materials and professional experiences into the seminar.  
Attendance is expected.  You are allowed two absences this semester.  Thereafter each unexcused absence will deduct a quarter letter grade off your final grade.

The seminar will use a letter grading system.  Each of the requirements (presentations/in-class discussion: 25%, 5 short papers: 40%, final 8-10 page paper: 35%) will receive a letter grade.  The final grade will be the weighted average of these grades.

In addition to in-class participation and presentations, students will be required to write four 3 page papers on each of the books we will be reading during the semester.  These papers should be equal parts summary/overview and personal reflections.  The final paper (8-10 pages) is a “culminating” paper that articulates your own environmental philosophy, and that incorporates substantial references to our readings.  This seminar will use turnitin.com, a plagiarism prevention system, for all of your papers (visit http://www.turnitin.com/static/training_support/ and click on the quick start button for students).   If you haven’t done so already you will have to create a user profile.  Once you have that, you can enroll in the seminar.  The class name is LP 480; the password is “Leopold.” The class ID number is 1437676.  You will be required to submit all of your papers to this website, and I will read and grade the papers on-line.  Cheating and/or plagiarizing of any kind will lead to immediate dismissal from class, failure in the seminar, and an appearance before Clarkson's Academic Integrity Board.

`Etiquette' is an old word that means proper or expected behavior.  I will do my best to 1) come to class well prepared and enthusiastic about the material; 2) to start and end class on time; 3) to present the material clearly; 4) to engage in fair and open discussion; and 5) to treat students like adults.  I have similar expectations of you to: 1) do the reading; 2) to come to class awake, on-time, and prepared; 3) to be ready to learn and participate in discussions; and 4) to listen and respect the views of others.  In addition, with the exception of a loss of heat or medical reasons, my classroom is a no-hat zone.  I assume that all of us will have the occasional bad hair day, but it is also my expectation that the good days will greatly outweigh the bad days.

