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Why Does 
This Matter?







Decoding Wikipedia’s Metadata: Human, Bot, 
or Both?



Tag name Appearance on 
change lists Description Source Active? Tagged 

changes

first_ 
username
(human)

first_ 
usage_date

Category

wikieditor (hidden)

Edit made using 
WikiEditor (2010 wikitext 

editor)

Defined by the 
software Yes

87,923,243 
changes

Frietjes December 
16, 2021 Manual

mobile edit Mobile edit
For edits made from a 

mobile device
Defined by the 

software Yes 70,054,174 
changes

Pen1234567 November 1, 
2012 Manual

mobile web edit Mobile web edit
Edit made from mobile 

website
Defined by the 

software Yes 63,576,687 
changes

IndiEdit June 12, 2014 Manual

AWB AWB
Edits made with 

AutoWikiBrowser
Applied manually 
by users and bots Yes 43,022,284 

changes
Reedy January 17, 

2018
Semi-

Automated

Learning more about Wikipedia’s special tags

Existing Special Tags page Modified part

https://www.mediawiki.org/wiki/Special:MyLanguage/Extension:WikiEditor
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:RecentChanges&tagfilter=wikieditor
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:RecentChanges&tagfilter=wikieditor
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:RecentChanges&tagfilter=mobile+edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:RecentChanges&tagfilter=mobile+edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:RecentChanges&tagfilter=mobile+web+edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:RecentChanges&tagfilter=mobile+web+edit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:AutoWikiBrowser
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:RecentChanges&tagfilter=AWB
https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Special:RecentChanges&tagfilter=AWB


What’s 
Next?

Contact: {mawang, ahamed, jnm, mclaugrj, mentism, 
khatrib}@clarkson.edu


