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Cheers to women’s hockey at home after the break.
Jeers to the hockey games.
Cheers to the warm weather.
Jeers to the global warming.
Cheers to the leonid meteor shower.
Jeers to the long drive from Potsdam to anywhere.
Cheers to Puddle Jumpers Intramural Soccer Champs.
Jeers to scheduling two intramural fi nals at the same time.
Cheers to fi gure skating in Lake Placid.
Jeers to people grabbing each other’s butts in public.
Cheers to not driving 55 mph on the road.
Jeers to the bumpy roads around campus.
Cheers to switching from vegetarianism to cannibalism.
Jeers to being a cannibal’s friend or colleague.

Do you have a cheer or a jeer for the week? If so, email them to:
integrat@clarkson.edu

Submissions will be published and edited at the discretion of the Editor.
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A startling chant rose 
from the crowd in the latest 
round of anti-government 
protests in Iran. The tens of 
thousands who took to the 
streets a few days ago, risk-
ing imprisonment or worse 
by defying the regime, cried 
out in their native Farsi, but 
in the cellphone videos sent 
around the world one can 
easily make out one word 
echoing inside a puzzling 
sentence: “Obama, Obama!”

Why would the protest-
ers call out the name of 
the American president? 
Listening to the sounds and 
watching the grainy images 
online, one might think the 
pro-democracy protesters, 
still undaunted after the bru-
tal repression that followed 
the stolen elections in June, 
called Obama’s name as an 
icon of democracy and free-
dom. Or maybe they wanted 
to conjure his trademark 
campaign pledge, Change.

The truth, however, is 
less inspirational and much 
more troubling. The full 
chant went something like 
this: “Obama, Obama: You 
are either with us or you are 
with them.” The protesters 
are worried that President 
Obama is, in fact, helping 
their oppressors, the people 
who are beating, imprison-
ing and killing them. How 
could that be?

The timing of the Obama 
cry made it particularly 
poignant. Pro-democracy 
protesters had taken to the 
streets on Nov. 4, the 30th 
anniversary of the day when 
Iranian students took over 
the American embassy in 
Tehran, a milestone of Iran’s 
Islamic revolution. The day 
is marked as an anti-Ameri-
can, anti-Western holiday in 

Iran, with the government 
busing crowds for large 
demonstrations against the 
“Great Satan.” This year, the 
opposition took advantage 
of the occasion to show their 
movement remains alive 
against impossible odds and 
to send their own message to 
the West: Don’t forget us.

Since the disputed elec-
tion in June, the govern-
ment has stepped up the 
level of repression in Iran. 
What used to 
be a regime 
founded on a 
unique com-
bination of 
Islamic prin-
ciples, demo-
cratic ideals 
and popular 
support has 
degenerated into a Middle 
Eastern dictatorship. The 
Iran expert Ray Takeyh, until 
recently a senior adviser to 
the Obama administration, 
wrote that, “The regime is 
systematically eviscerating 
its democratic opposition” 
even as it develops its “in-
frastructure for repression.”

The anti-regime forces, 
meanwhile, are nervously 
watching Washington and 
the West try to negotiate a 
nuclear deal with the same 
men carrying out the political 
evisceration of the pro-de-
mocracy movement.

The focus on Iran’s nuclear 
program is becoming a source 
of concern for opponents of 
the regime, and their concern 
should be a warning to the 
West. Reformers, and knowl-
edgeable analysts, worry that 
Tehran is using the nego-
tiations to gain cover for its 
repressive measures. As long 
as Washington wants to get a 
positive answer from Tehran 
on its nuclear program it will 
refrain from criticizing the 
political crackdown or sanc-

tioning the regime for hu-
man-rights abuses at home.

Until now, negotiations 
with Iran have yielded no 
results. Iran remains wholly 
predictable in its ability to 
drag out the process while 
it continues enriching urani-
um, arming Islamic militants 
throughout the Mideast and 
oppressing people at home.

The Obama administration 
rightly wants to fi nd a peace-
ful way to stop what most 

Western coun-
tries are con-
vinced is Iran’s 
pursuit of 
nuclear weap-
ons. But we 
should remain 
fully aware 
of the price 
of this policy. 

Obama was reluctant to speak 
out in support of democracy 
protesters when hundreds of 
thousands of Iranians took to 
the street this summer, and 
he remains tight-lipped now. 
America is surrendering the 
moral high ground in pursuit 
of a deal with Tehran. That 
makes it even more critical 
that Iran not be allowed to 
trick the West into letting it 
run out the clock.

With every day waiting for 
that elusive nuclear agreement, 
the regime in the Islamic Re-
public is not only moving for-
ward with its nuclear program, 
it is also destroying the op-
position. And it is diminishing 
America’s moral standing as a 
defender of human rights.

The chants of “Obama, 
Obama” raise the stakes in 
negotiations. They demand 
an even fi rmer deadline for 
nuclear talks. And they re-
mind us that the regime with 
which the West may agree 
to make a Faustian bargain 
is not trusted by those who 
know it best, the Iranian 
people it betrayed.

Avoid a Faustian 
bargain on nukes

America is 
surrendering 

the moral high 
ground in pur-
suit of a deal 
with Tehran.

FMyLife has allowed The 
Integrator to publish posts 
from their website.

Today, I was really de-
pressed so I talked on the 
phone with my best friend. 
She was telling me how a 
guy she really liked compli-
mented her. I told her it was  
nice to get at least one com-
pliment. After a long silence 
she says, “you’re really good 
with computers.” FML.

Today, after dating for 
almost fi ve years, my boy-
friend stated that I have a 
“perfect and amazing per-
sonality” but that my looks 
are not what he “envisioned 
himself spending the rest 
of his life with.” In other 
words, I’m ugly. FML.

Today, I decided to wear 
a tight, long-sleeved shirt 
that showed off my body. 
As I was trying to roll up 
my sleeves, I realized how 
tight this shirt really was. 
It wouldn’t budge past my 
elbow and I tugged to hard 
I ended up punching my-
self in the eye. I now have 

a swollen, black and blue 
eye. FML.

Today, a neighbour called 
to say my water tank burst. A 
colleague followed me home 
to help, took off his shirt so it 
wouldn’t get wet and climbed 
through my window to get to 
the roof. My boyfriend unex-
pectedly came home as we 
were emerging from the bed-
room. My colleague was still 
buttoning his shirt up. FML.

Today, I went to go see 
my boyfriend of over two 
years in a play. I knew that 
he’d be kissing his female 
opposite at the end of the 
show and I was okay with 
that. I snuck into his dress-
ing room at intermission to 
fi nd him “rehearsing” with 
her half naked. FML.

Today, I was watching 
Pokémon with my daughter 
when she told me that I re-
minded her of her favorite 
Pokémon. Feeling good 
about it, I asked which one. 
She pointed to the screen and 
said “Snorlax!” The fat and 
lazy one. FML.

FMyLife.com


