The State of Software Engineering Professionalism

There is a tension in the Software Engineering (SE) community between those who would like SE to be a
legally controlled profession, like any other branch of engineering, and those who favor a more
flexible model for the profession. In this talk we will examine what it means to be a profession, and
the recent steps that have been taken in various jurisdictions and by various organizations. In
particular we will look at the development of the standard Software Engineering Body of Knowledge
(SWEBOK), the standard undergraduate curriculum (SE2004), and various licensing and certification
models, many of which I have been involved with. I will discuss ongoing developments such as the next
iteration of SWEBOK, a move by the IEEE to create a certification for new graduates, and a move to
create a standard masters curriculum. I will present some of my opinions about how I think the
profession should develop.
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