Arabian Nights 
 

ONLINE VERSION OF ARABIAN NIGHTS
Music for an Arabian Nights
Study Questions:
· Do a quantitative study of color symbolism in Arabian Nights: Use the ONLINE VERSION OF ARABIAN NIGHTS and search for the word black. You will get a selection of passages that entail this word. In what capacity are "black" people mentioned? Do they share certain characteristics? Do you detect certain stereotypes? Compare these racial references of "black" with the color symbolism for "black". What is black associated with? 

· As you might have noticed there are a number of references about Mamelukes, or white slaves. Can you find racial characteristics of those white slaves or Mamelukes similar to racial characteristics of "black" in Arabian Nights? 
· Continue to outline the level of the frame for each of the stories told. Try to figure out what the immediate message of each story is. What is it supposed to illustrate on the next higher level? What message is Shahrazad delivering to Shahrayar? 

· Look up what a dervish is. 

 

Arabian Nights pp.67-86
· Can you detect the strategies Shahrazad uses to "cure" the king from his hatred towards women? 
· In what kind of situation is the porter at the beginning of the story? Why does he feel so lucky? Does this initial bliss have a parallel to the stories of the dervishes?
· What kind of acts do the three sisters commit that scare the porter and the other men so much? Is there some similarity to Shahzaman? What do you think is the meaning of these acts? 

· What was the rule or condition of the house, and how do the guests break it? 

· The first dervish introduces his story as a warning. What do you think the warning consists of? 

· Many times, stories themselves are redeeming, meaning, those in power let the ones they hold in their control get free. What do you think is behind this "redemptive" quality of stories? 

 

 

 

 

